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drinking water, a new well having been sunk in a valley at
some distance from the borough, which is absolutely free
from suspicion of contamination with noxious matters. It
is only fair to point out that, in spite of the primitive
system of drainage, the health of the inhabitants and
visitors during the last twelve months or more has been
’excellent, and the zymotic death-rate compares very favour-
ably with the best of the leading health resorts.
I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
June, 1888. A MEDICAL RESIDENT.
"OSTEO-PLASTIC RESECTION OF THE FOOT BY
THE METHOD OF MIKULICZ."
jf0 the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,&mdash;Dr. Alfred Swann, in THE LANCET of May 19tb,
asks if there can be any sound objection to his operation
for the removal of the os calcis and astragalus. May I be
permitted to point out that Professor Billroth, in his Lectures
on Surgical Pathology and Therapeutici’/ fully discusses the
operation in question, and condemns it as an inferior surgical
procedure to a Syme’s exarticulation in chronic disease of
the tarsus. The passage runs: " We may, therefore, extir-
pate ...... even the talus or the calcaneus; but to remove
both talus and calcaneus, and perhaps also saw off the
articular surface of the tibia, would, even if healing took
place, leave a rather useless foot, which is of less value than
a good amputation stump." The facts on which Professor
Billroth founds his opinion then follow, and may be con-
sulted by anyone interested in the matter. On the other
hand, it must be confessed that Dr. Swann’s case contains
that element of success which is so powerful a factor in every
argument.-I am, Sirs, yours obediently.
ALEX. G. R. FOULERTON, M.R.C.S.
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, Chatham, May 23rd, 1888.
.
THE COUNCIL OF THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,&mdash;I observe in your issue of June 2nd a statement to
the effect that I am likely to seek re-election to the Council
of the College of Surgeons. In order to avoid misunder-
standing, I ask permission to say through your columns
that it is not my intention to do so.
I am. Sirs. vours faithfully.
Park-crescent, June 4th, 1888. JOSEPH LISTER.
ASSOCIATION OF MEMBERS OF THE ROYAL
COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,&mdash;I enclose copy of a petition signed yesterday
afternoon, May 31st, at a meeting of the Central Committee
of this Association held at the Charing-cross Hotel. The
petition has been forwarded this day Lo the Privy Council.
I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
WM. AsHTON ELLis, Hon. Sec.
Grosvenor-road, Westminster, June lst, 1888.
To Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen in Council.
The hnmbte petition of the undersigned Members of the Royal Collegi
of Surgeons of England sheweth :--
1. That your petitioners are Members of the said Royal College o
Surgeons, and of the Association of Members thereof.
2. That on the third day of May, in the year 1887, a petition signe(
<by four thousand six hundred and sixty-five Members of the sai<
College. including your petitioners, was presented to your Majesty’
Privy Council setting out the claims of the Members of the said College
to a just share in the administration and control of the property an<
affairs of the said College upon grounds of public policy and of equity
having regard to the original constitution, history, and office of the sai(
College.
3. That a deputation of delegates, representing a large proportion o
the Members of the said College, including also a large number of th,
Members thereof, attended before your Majesty’s Privy Council on th(
- eleventh day of November, 1887, in support of the said petition, and con
veyed to the Right Honourable the Lord President their request to b,
heard by Council in support of their said petition if your Majesty
should not otherwise be advised that their claims ought to be per
rnitted.
4. Your petitioners are informed and believe that no communicatioI
relative to the said petition has since been addressed either to the sai,
Association of Members of the Royal College of Surgeons of England o
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to the Members of the said deputation, or to the signatories of the said
petition.
5. Your petitioners are further informed and believe that, although
a copy of the statement made on the eleventh day of November, 1887,
when the said deputation was received, has been submitted by your
Majesty’s Privy Council to the President and Council of the Royal
College of Surgeons. no answer to the said statement or to the contentions
of the Members of the said College has been made by the President and
Council of the College.
6. Your petitioners have heard with surprise that a proposal has never-
theless been made to the President and Council of the said College
signifying an intention to grant a Supplementary Charter limited to
certain points in which, so far as your petitioners are informed, the
aforesaid claims and rights of your petitioners are not recognised in any
way; but, on the contrary, the existing elements in the constitution
and administration of the said College against which your petitioners
and the Members generally protest, will be further strengthened.
7. Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that your Majesty will be
graciously pleased to refer the matters in this present petition, together
with the said petition, signed by 4665 Members of the said College here-
inbefore referred to, and the statement submitted on the eleventh day
of November, 1887, for the consideration of your Majesty’s Privy Council
or some of the members thereof sitting in judicial capacity, with power
to hear all parties interested in the matter of these said petitions, by
counsel and otherwise, and to receive evidence thereon ; and humbly
to advise your gracious Majesty in the premises as to your Majesty may
seem fit.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c.
BIRMINGHAM.
(From our own Correspondent.)
A NEW HOSPITAL.
THE new building of the Birmingham and Midland Skin
and Lock Hospital was opened on May 31st by the President,
Mr. W. F. Inge. The movement originated with the late
Dr. Heslop, whose zeal in the foundation and administration
of hospitals was manifested by his untiring advocacy and
interest for their promotion. The present hospital is the
only one of the kind within eighty miles of the town; and
in the midst of a large population there is ample scope for
the services of the skilled professional staff whose time is at
the command of the institution. The readiness with which
such services can be obtained is shown by the circumstance
that for the vacancy at present advertised there are seven
local candidates of high academic distinction and good
standing in the town.
THE SWEATING SYSTEM.
Considerable interest has been shown in the able articles
which have appeared in THE LANCET in reference to this
obnoxious practice in Birmingham. At a meeting of the
Town Council held on the 5th inst., the justice of the review
was admitted, and its fairness not questioned. Several
members of the Council were disposed to take active steps
to diminish the evil as far as possible. The difficulty of
authority was felt to be a drawback; but a hope was
expressed that, by the attention called to the matter, the
public would recognise the faults which are embraced by
those who are implicated in the continuance of such a per-
nicious system.
POST-GRADUATE LECTURES.
The committee of the Medical Institute have invited the
members of the profession to attend a course of four lectures
given by Mr. Bennett May, the subjects being the Hygiene
of the Bladder, Inflammation in the Right Iliac Fossa, and
two lectures on Diseases of the Rectum. The known ability
of the lecturer and the practical nature of the subjects ought
to command a good audience. It is to be feared that there
has not been a due appreciation of the advantages offered,
or the attendance would have been larger than it has been
at the lectures already delivered. There is hardly enough
excitement in the ordinary acquisition of knowledge to
ensure an audience, and in the present day of work and
routine the sensation afforded by sound devotion to teaching
does not appear to draw sufficiently to command the success
deserved.
THEFTS AT 1IrASON COLLEGE.
It is a matter of deep regret that a medical student was
sentenced to a month’s imprisonment on Monday last for
stealing a pair of opera-glasses from the College, the property
of the secretary. For some time past various things had
been lost, and a detective being employed to watch, the
delinquent was caught in the act. The offence was
